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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hailsham  Rural 
District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1946.  I succeeded  Dr.  W.  Gillitt,  who  retired  on  18th 
November,  1946,  so  that  this  report  deals  in  main  with  the  last  year 
of  his  tenure  of  office.  I have  to  thank  Dr.  W.  Gillitt  for  his 
advice  and  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

The  year  has  been  a very  satisfactory  one  from  the  health 
point  of  view.  There  have  been  no  major  epidemics  of  disease 
and  the  notifications  of  all  infectious  fevers  has  remained  low. 
The  number  of  notified  cases  of  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Whooping  Cough  were  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  five  cases  of  Malaria  notified  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  One  of  these  was  a case  of  relapse  of  an  indigenous 
case  reported  last  year.  The  other  four  being  cases  of  relapse 
in  returned  service  personnel.  The  measures  reported  last  year 
in  connection  with  the  two  cases  of  indigenous  malaria  occurring 
at  East  Dean  have  proved  to  have  been  effective  as  no  further 
indigenous  cases  were  reported. 

Of  the  two  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  was  a German  Prisoner- 
of-War  and  the  other  was  a boy  arriving  in  this  area  from 
Sunbury-on-Thames  and  found  later  to  be  suffering  from  post- 
diphtheritic  paralysis.  He  had  therefore  contracted  the  original 
infection  before  arriving  in  this  area. 

The  success  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  campaign 
throughout  the  country  has  been  most  gratifying.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  greatly  reduced  incidence  and  lowered  mortality  of 
this  serious  disease  during  recent  years  can  be  mainly  attributed 
to  an  increased  immunity  of  the  child  population  brought  about 
by  active  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 
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In  this  district  regular  diphtheria  immunisation  clinics  are 
held  monthly  at  Hailsham  and  Polegate  and  in  other  areas  when  the 
numbers  are  sufficient  to  justify  the  holding  of  a clinic.  Transport 
is  provided  to  bring  necessary  cases  from  outlying  areas  to  the 
clinics. 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  immuni- 
sation during  the  year  was  424,  comprising  366  under  5 years  and 
58  from  5-15  years. 

In  order  to  increase  the  immunity  of  a child  during  school 
life,  it  is  recommended  that  refresher  doses  should  be  given 
at  5 years  and  10  years  old.  The  number  of  refresher  doses  given 
in  the  year  was  224 

In  the  annual  return  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  for  the 
year  31st  December,  1946,  the  number  of  children  who  had 
c ompleted  a full  course  of  immunisation  was  1 ,462  under  5 years 
and  3,979  from  5-15  years.  This  gives  a percentage  of  the 
estimated  mid-year  population  for  1946  of  57%  for  under  5 years 
and  94%  for  5-15  years  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation. 

Scabies  is  not  notifiable  in  this  District,  but  arrangements 
are  made  for  the  treatment  by  the  District  Nurses  of  any  cases 
referred  to  this  Department.  During  the  year  144  children  and 
62  adults,  making  a total  of  176  cases,  have  been  so  treated. 
This  compares  with  a total  of  182  cases  treated  last  year. 

Insulin  was  supplied  free  of  charge  to  five  patients  in  the 
course  of  the  year  in  accordance  with  Circular  2734  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  dated  4th  January,  1943,  which  authorises 
Local  Authorities  to  supply  Insulin  to  diabetics  who  cannot 
afford  it. 

The  systematic  Rural  Housing  Survey  is  making  satisfactory 
progress.  The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  the  lower 
categories  is  very  high  so  that  when  conditions  permit  a drastic 
programme  of  reconditioning  and  reconstruction  will  be  necessary. 

Overcrowding  is  a continual  problem,  but  every  effort  is  made 
to  relieve  the  more  necessitous  cases. 

Water  supplies  have  required  continual  vigilance,  in 
particular  in  those  areas  which  are  not  as  yet  provided  with 
main  water. 

The  East  Sussex  Joint  Advisory  Committee  on  Water 
Supplies  have  formulated  schemes  which  will  eventually  cover 
all  these  areas. 
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Certain  schemes  of  sewage  disposal  works  which  had  to  be 
deferred  on  account  of  the  war,  have  as  yet  not  been  started, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  these  necessary  works,  which  should  have 
priority  from  the  standpoint  of  public  health,  will  be  commenced 
in  the  near  future. 

All  the  public  health  staff  have  worked  well  throughout  the 
year  and  a special  mention  should  be  made  of  Mr.  E.  J.  J.  Chapman, 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  cheerfully  and  energetically 
shouldered  his  heavy  responsibilities. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


/ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  94,629 

Census  Population  (1931)  ...  ...  ...  30,392 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  10,906 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £269,443 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £1,050 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  ...  ...  34,660 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  Population  ...  ...  17.39 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  24.87 

Total  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (Not  corrected)  ...  14.71 

Senile  Mortality  Deaths  as  percentage  of  Total 

Deaths  (65  years  and  over)  ...  ...  62.55 

BIRTHS — Legitimate:  Total,  570.  Males,  282.  Females,  288. 

Illegitimate:  „ 33.  Males,  17.  Females, 16. 

Comparative  Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Infantile  Death 

Rate  Mortality  Rate 

Hailsham  Rural  ...  ...  18.39  ...  24.87  ...  14.71 

England  and  Wales  ...  19.10  ...  43.0  ...  11.50 


It  should  be  noted  that  owing  to  the  variety  and  magnitude 
of  local  populatiQn  movements,  no  Comparability  Factor  is  at 
present  produced  by  the  Registrar  General.  If  such  a factor  were 
used  for  this  district  the  death  rate  would  be  appreciably  lower 
than  that  quoted  above. 


1. 

Causes  of  Death 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Male 

Female 

2. 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  ...  . . . 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

2 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

3 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

3 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  the  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 
(m)  Uterus  (f) 

4 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

7 

5 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  . * . 

1 

5 

4 


Causes  of  Death  (Contd.) 


16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

Male 

15 

Female 

31 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

18. 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

34 

38 

19. 

Heart  Diseases 

85 

79 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

6 

9 

21. 

Bronchitis 

20 

8 

22. 

Pneumonia 

9 

6 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

9 

9 

28. 

Nephritis 

6 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

1 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

2 

3 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth 
Infant  Diseases 

Injury, 

3 

4 

33. 

Suicide... 

4 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

7 

— 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

7 

6 

36. 

All  other  Causes  ... 

20 

21 

262  248 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part 
time)  also  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  for  East 
Sussex  County  Council 

Senior  Sanitary  and  Meat  and 
Food  Inspector  ... 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

Sanitary  Assistant  and  Rodent 
Operator  ... 

Clerical  Assistants  
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Dr.  W.  Gillitt,  C.I.E.,  M.D., 
D.P.H.  (Retired  18th  No- 
vember, 1946) 

Dr.  L.  A.  Collins,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
D.P.M.,  D.P.H. , (From 
18th  November,  1946). 

E.  J.  J.  Chapman,  A.M.I.S.E., 
M.S.I.A. 

M.  F.  Warman,  L.  E.  Scott, 
R.  R.  Creasey. 

J.  F.  Stanford. 

Miss  K.  Wylie-Moore,  Miss  M. 

Catt,  W.  Lambert. 


Laboratory  Work. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  specimens  are  forwarded 
to  the  County  Laboratory,  Hellingly.  All  water  samples  are 
examined  bacterially  and  chemically  by  Mr.  R.  F.  Wright,  the 
County  Analyst. 

Ambulances. 

Cases  of  infectious  Diseases  are  conveyed  in  Ambulances 
belonging  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  to  which  they  are  sent. 

For  accidents  and  sick  transport,  ambulance  belonging  to 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  at  Hailsham  and  ambulance  belong- 
ing to  the  Heathfield  and  Waldron  Ambulance  Committee  for 
Heathfield  and  the  Northern  part  of  the  District. 

Clinics. 

Various  County  Council  Clinics  are  held  at  The  Church  Room, 
Victoria  Road,  Hailsham,  including,  Ante-Natal,  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare.  Ante-Natal  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  are  also  held  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  monthly  at 
Hailsham  and  Polegate,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  district  as  and 
when  required. 

Hospitals 

Tuberculosis.  Darvell  Hall  Sanatorium,  Robertsbridge, 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Fevers.  Eastbourne  Isolation  Hospital.  When  there  is 
no  accommodation  here,  cases  are  sent  to  one  of  the  following 
Isolation  Hospitals:  Mid-Sussex,  Hurstpierpoint,  or  Hastings. 

Smallpox.  Under  a joint  County  agreement,  to  one  of  the 
Hospitals  earmarked  for  the  reception  of  this  disease — i.e.  Sedge- 
brook,  Plumpton. 

Venereal  Diseases:  Treatment  at  Eastbourne,  Hastings, 
Brighton  and  Tunbridge  Wells. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups 
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Non-Civilian 


Cases  Notified  or  Admitted  to 
Hospital  and  Total  Deaths 


Disease 

Total 

Admitted 

to 

Total 
Deaths  in 

Notified 

^Hospital 

^Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  50 

35 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

...  *2 

*2 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  27 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

5 

— 

— 

Measles 

...  56 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

...  40 

1 

— 

* Isolation  Hospital 
*1  Non-Civilian. 


No.  of  Cases  Removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital  each  Month 


Disease 

January 

February  | 

March 

April 

1 

>> 

3 

t— i 

August 

September| 

October 

November  1 

December  | 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

7 

1 

1 

. 

3 

1 

5 

_ 

4 

3 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eyrsipelas 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 
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Tuberculosis 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1-5  years 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5-15  years  ... 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  years  ... 

4 

4 

25-35  years  ... 

7 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  years  ... 

5 

3 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

— 

45-55  years  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  years  ... 

65  and  upwards 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

23 

16 

7 

4 

7 

3 

3 

2 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  question  of  the  supply  of  water  to  those  parts  of  the 
district  not  already  supplied  by  mains  and  outside  the  statutory 
areas  of  Water  Companies  has  been  constantly  before  the  Council 
and  these  areas  have  been  particularly  considered  by  the  Joint 
Advisory  Committee,  whose  recommendations  have  included 
schemes  which  will  ultimately  cover  all  the  unprovided  areas. 

Although  increased  rainfall  considerably  relieved  the 
Emergency  Scheme  and  anxiety  in  regard  to  many  sources, 
complaints  of  contaminated  wells  and  springs,  a natural  con- 
comitant of  prolonged  drought,  were  numerous. 

The  affected  sources  were  chlorinated,  protected  or  otherwise 
restored  to  a potable  state,  but  since  in  most  instances  they 
occurred  in  argillaceous  subsoils,  constant  vigilance  is  essential 
and  the  position  cannot  be  regarded  as  dependable  in  point  of 
either  quality  or  quantity. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  reports  on  samples  of  water 
taken  from  mains  or  reservoirs  show  that  the  piped  supplies 
have  maintained  a consistent  level  of  purity  and  there  have  been 
no  cases  of  suspected  illnesses  likely  to  have  been  caused  by 
waterborne  diseases. 

In  parts  of  the  district,  waters  from  highly  ferruginous 
sources  have  frequently  proved  to  be  excessively  soft,  and  steps 
have  been  taken  or  advised  to  counter  this,  in  order  to  obviate 
the  danger  from  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Numerous  instances  have  been  met  where  surface  pollution 
rendered  the  sources  entirely  unusable  and  prompt  action  was 
taken  to  cleanse,  protect  and  chemically  treat  the  wells  or  springs 
and  adjacent  gathering  grounds.  Only  one  case  of  special 
difficulty  has  arisen  where  the  source  is  obstinately  turbid  and 
brackish  and  an  alternative  temporary  means  of  supply  has  been 
arranged. 

The  accompanying  summary  gives  information  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  area  supplied  direct  from  main  to  dwelling  houses, 
from  standpipes  or  from  other  sources. 
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Parish 

Estimated 
Population 
supplied  by 
Public  or 
Private 
Main 

(a)  (b) 

No.  of  houses 
supplied  by  By 

Public  Stand- 

Main  pipe 

(c) 

By 

private 

main 

ALCISTON  ... 

...  137 





35 

ALFRISTON... 

...  534 

144 

10 

— 

ARLINGTON 

...  166 

15 

33 

— 

BERWICK  ... 

...  65 

— 

— 

20 

CHALVINGTON 

— 

— 

— 

— 

CHIDDINGLY 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

EAST  DEAN... 

...  533 

195 

— 

— 

EAST  HOATHLY 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

FOLKINGTON 

...  27 

8 

— 

— 

FRISTON  ... 

...  256 

84 

— 

— 

HAILSHAM  ... 

...4,010 

1,572 

— 

— 

HEATHFIELD 

...2,555 

720 

32 

— 

HELLINGLY... 

...2,016 

214 

— 

— 

HERSTMONCEUX 

...  573 

191 

10 

— 

HOOE 

— 

— 

— 

— 

JEVINGTON 

...  159 

10 

43 

— 

LAUGHTON 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LITLINGTON 

...  89 

— 

— 

35 

LULLINGTON 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

NINFIELD  ... 

...  690 

235 

— 

— 

PEVENSEY  ... 

...  793 

631 

— 

— 

POLEGATE  ... 

...3,232 

1,087 

— 

— 

RIPE 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

SELMESTON 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WALDRON  ... 

...2,143 

684 

— 

— 

WARBLETON 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WARTLING  ... 

...  203 

61 

— 

— 

WEST  DEAN 

...  86 

19 

12 

— 

WESTHAM  ... 

...  1,619 

493 

10 

— 

WILLINGDON 

...2,093 

920 

6 

— 

WILMINGTON 

...  133 

38 

— 

— 

Total  for  Rural  District ...  22,112 

7,321 

156 

90 

It  will  be  seen  that  as  the  population  of  the  area  is  34,660 
the  proportion  unsupplied  with  main  water  is  approximately 
36.2%. 
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PRIVATE  MAINS. 


The  three  private  sources  of  supply  in  the  district  have  been 
the  subject  of  close  supervision  and  periodical  samples  have 
been  taken  for  analysis.  One  of  these  sources,  subject  to  tidal 
influences,  has  been  somewhat  troublesome  and  efforts  have 
been  made  to  induce  the  owner  to  install  an  adequate  chlorination 
plant.  As  this  has  not  yet  been  done,  residents  have  been  advised 
to  continue  boiling  the  water  before  consumption. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

In  several  instances  sewers  or  extensions  to  existing  ones 
have  been  laid  in  connection  with  housing  schemes,  but  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  commence  any  of  the  schemes  which 
were  deferred  during  the  war,  or  the  extensions  or  reorganisation 
of  outfall  works,  notwithstanding  the  priority  of  certain  of  the 
schemes.  In  Hailsham,  Polegate,  Westham  and  Pevensey  areas 
minumum  repair  and  maintenance  works  only  have  been  carried 
out  to  keep  the  works  in  efficient  action. 

Palliative  measures  have  been  taken,  however,  in  regard 
to  certain  sewers  in  order  to  minimize  nuisances. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  that  the  dilatory  and 
irregular  practice  of  discharging  cesspool  effluents  and  farm 
drainage  into  watercourses  continues.  This  has  received  priority 
attention,  however,  in  view  of  the  enhanced  value  of  all  water- 
courses in  non-serviced  areas,  due  to  the  prolonged  drought  of 
1945,  and  to  the  increasing  practice  of  abstracting  water  for 
farm  and  domestic  uses.  Numerous  instances  have  occurred 
where  stream  water  was  being  so  used  and  found  to  be  polluted, 
but  after  chemical  treatment  was  restored  to  a potable  state  and 
steps  taken  to  obviate  recurrences. 

Public  Cleansing  Schemes 

The  area  has  hitherto  been  dry-scavenged  in  12  parishes 
only,  but  in  consequence  of  a resolution  by  the  Council,  a scheme 
has  been  prepared  and  received  Ministerial  approval  for  an 
extension  to  the  whole  area.  This  has  been  delayed,  however, 
owing  to  the  non-delivery  of  essential  vehicles.  The  remainder 
of  the  area  will  be  progressively  covered,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
within  a few  months  one  of  the  causes  of  numerous  complaints 
will  have  been  removed. 
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WET  SCAVENGING 

In  April  the  Council  instituted  a change  over  from  the 
manual  to  the  mechanical  system  of  cesspool  cleansing  in  the 
parishes  of  Heathfield  and  Waldron,  a change  which  has  been 
greatly  appreciated  and  has  served  a much  larger  number  of  pre- 
mises than  was  formerly  possible. 

During  the  nine  months  working,  the  vehicle  has  dealt  with 
649  loads,  and  although  in  incessant  use  and  confined  to  the  two 
parishes,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  adequate  to  their  needs. 

Having  regard  to  the  large  number  of  premises  in  other 
non-sewered  areas,  and  of  innumerable  requests  for  scavenging, 
it  is  clear  that  the  need  for  an  extension  of  this  service  is  urgent 
and  would  involve  the  full-time  employment  of  more  cesspool 
emptiers.  Although  this  subject  has  been  considered  and 
temporarily  deferred  for  reasons  of  economy,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  review  the  position  in  the  near  future,  since  owing  to  the 
inability  of  private  residents  to  obtain  help  to  cleanse  their  cess- 
pools or  septic  tanks,  the  nuisances  from  neglected  installations 
are  inevitable  and  are  increasing,  with  consequent  detriment  to 
health. 

DISTRICT  SALVAGE  SCHEME. 

As  in  earlier  years  the  Refuse  Collection  Scheme  has  formed 
the  nucleus  around  which  this  scheme  has  operated,  and  notwith- 
standing a drop  in  the  proceeds,  resulting  from  a natural  wearying 
and  lack  of  enthusiasm  by  Salvage  Stewards  under  the  war-time 
scheme,  the  measure  of  interest  and  support  which  continues 
has  been  encouraging  and  in  all  circumstances  the  proceeds 
can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  total  amount  for  the  year 
reached  £1,666.  6.  11. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND 
BAKEHOUSES 

Coincident  with  increased  activity  by  the  principal  authority, 
closer  attention  has  been  given  to  these  premises,  and  particularly 
to  the  wholesomeness  of  conditions  under  which  foodstuffs  of 
all  kinds  are  manufactured  and  prepared,  details  of  which  are 
included  in  the  Summary. 

Housing. 

The  universal  shortage  of  housing  materials  has  seriously 
hampered  progress  in  reconditioning. 
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The  Department  has  been  actively  engaged  in  pressing  for 
and  giving  support  to  such  work  as  was  urgently  necessary  to 
restore  houses  to  a habitable  state  and  to  increasing  accommodation 
where  overcrowding  existed,  or  for  other  reasons  was  inadequate 
or  seriously  defective,  and  considerable  progress  has  to  be 
reported. 

Apart  from  the  houses  noted  in  the  course  of  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey  to  be  in  such  a bad  state  of  disrepair  as  to  be 
prejudicial  to  health,  when  notices  for  immediate  attention  were 
issued,  no  general  inspection  or  service  of  Notices  for  minor 
defects  has  been  followed. 

Four  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  were  authorised. 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

This  work  was  seriously  hampered  during  1946  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  staff  and  to  persistent  bad  weather. 

It  is  clear  from  the  details  obtained  that  the  number  of 
Category  V houses  is  very  high.  A quarterly  statement  is  sub- 
mitted of  houses  inspected  and  the  categories  into  which  they 
fall,  and  from  these  statements  it  will  be  possible  to  prepare  a 
summary  giving  a fairly  accurate  picture  of  the  Housing  (replace- 
ment) needs.  It  follows,  however,  that  in  many  instances  the 
postponement  of  essential  work  will  ultimately  result  in  an  adjust- 
ment from  the  higher  to  a lower  category,  unless  an  early  recovery 
from  the  present  critical  position  occurs.  A wholesome  feature 
of  the  pressure  of  current  needs  is  the  reconstruction  of  cottages 
at  costs  which  would  not  be  regarded  as  reasonable  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Housing  Acts,  in  such  manner  as  to  extend  their 
usefulness  to  a half  century  and  beyond.  This  has  already 
occurred  in  many  parts  of  the  district  and  without  financial 
assistance  from  outside  sources. 


Cat.  Cat.  Cat.  Cat.  Cat. 
I II  III  IV  V 

No.  of  houses  Inspected  during 

1946  ...  963  46  241  546  115  130 

Total  No.  of  Houses  inspected 
since  commencement  of 

Survey  1,727  93  415  1,015  265  204 
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OVERCROWDING 

It  is  possible  that  only  a prop^tion  of  existing  overcrowding 
is  discovered  and  abated , although  several  cases  have  been  relieved 
by  the  action  of  the  Council.  The  question  is  receiving  the 
constant  attention  of  the  Council,  which  realises  the  urgent 
need  for  three-bedroomed  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  and 
is  preparing  its  programme  to  meet  this  need  within  the  limita- 
tions imposed  by  Controlling  Authorities. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Priority  engagements  of  the  staff  have  prevented  the  routine 
examination  of  premises  and  milk  supplies,  which  has  for  some 
years  past  been  a characteristic  of  this  District,  but  inspections 
of  premises  which  were  sub-standard  and  in  regard  to  which 
unsatisfactory  water  supplies,  insanitary  conditions  or  inadequate 
drainage  existed,  have  been  continued,  and  in  many  cases  vast 
improvements  have  been  made  and  are  included  in  the  Summary 
of  this  Report. 

From  the  preliminary  samples  taken  for  fat  and  non-fatty 
contents,  not  one  was  found  deficient,  and  a good  use  has  been 
made  by  producers  of  the  arrangements  for  examining  milks  or 
suspected  cows. 

Twenty  special  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  steps  taken  to  improve  those  which  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  either  from  the  source  or  in  connection  with 
the  handling  from  source  to  consumer. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  there  are  over  600  registered 
producers  in  the  district,  the  task  of  effectually  supervising  the 
work  will  be  fully  appreciated. 

Food  Inspection 

Close  attention  has  been  given  to  the  examination  of  food- 
stuffs and  a perusal  of  the  subjoined  list  of  substances  withheld 
from  consumption  will  indicate  something  of  its  variety.  In 
regard  to  most  tinned  foods,  certificates  have  been  issued  for 
replacement  of  rationed  or  points  foods,  but  having  regard  to  the 
preponderance  of  canned  foods,  the  proportion  of  unsoundness 
is  low.  No  instances  have  occurred  where  sickness  has  arisen 
from  impaired  foods. 

Total  number  of  animals  inspected  ...  ...  228 

(Sheep  - 18.  Pigs  - 210). 

Total  weight  of  carcases  inspected  ...  ...  45,249  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  unsound  meat  with-held  ...  ...  1,053  lbs; 
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T uberculosis. 

9 pigs  heads 

226  lbs. 

3 mesenteries 

• • • 

10  „ 

1 pigs  pluck 

... 

10  „ 

246  lbs 

Bone  Taint. 

Beef 

...  227 J lbs. 

Bruising  and  Congestion. 

Beef 

73  lbs. 

Mutton 

35  lbs. 

108  lbs. 

Distomatosis . 

1 Bovine  Liver 

11  lbs. 

Abscesses  and  Tumours. 

Bovine  Kidney  Fat ... 

. . • 

14  lbs. 

Leg  of  Lamb 

7 „ 

2 Pigs  Lungs 

4 „ 

25  lbs. 

Moribund  and  Decomposition. 

1 Pigs  carcase  and  organs 

...  420  lbs. 

Urticaria 

Portion  of  Pig 

10  lbs. 

Mould  and  Putrefaction. 

Beef  Sausage  Meat ... 

... 

6 lbs. 

MISCELLANEOUS  UNSOUND  FOOD  DEALT  WITH  BY 

THIS  DEPARTMENT. 

Quantity  Description 

Weight 

6 tins  Luncheon  Meat 

21 1 lbs. 

16  „ Stewed  Steak 

16  „ 

8 „ Corned  Beef 

26  „ 

1 „ Ox  Tongue 

1 „ 

2 „ Chicken  and  Ham 

Roll 

3 „ 

2 Con- 

signments  Sausages 

31  „ 

3 sacks  Sausage  Rusk 

336  „ 

128J  lbs.  Bacon 

128|  „ 

5 tins  Meat  and  Vegetable 

Rations 

5 

Deterioration, 

18  „ Soups 

23J„ 

decomposition, 

44  „ Baked  Beans 

39f„ 

fermentations, 

3 „ Mixed  Vegetables  ... 

3f„ 

rancidity, 

1 Bag  Dried  Peas 

224  „ 

Mould  and  other 
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Quantity 

Description 

Weight 

51  Tins 

Processed  Peas 

92J  „ forms  of  impair- 

131  „ 

Fish  

108|  „ ment  and 

5 Boxes 

Fresh  Fish 

490  „ unsoundness 

2 Con- 

signments 

Crabs 

84  „ 

5 Boxes 

Dried  Fish 

266  „ 

7 jars 

Marmalade 

20  „ 

1 „ 

Mincemeat 

14  „ 

54  „ 

Jams 

65  „ 

13 J lbs. 

Dried  Fruit 

13|  „ 

14  tins 

Fruit 

13J  „ 

1 Case 

Tomatoes  ... 

16  „ 

919 

Oranges  ... 

296  „ 

159  tins 

Evap.  Dried  and  Con- 

densed Milk 

141  „ 

1\  lbs. 

Butter 

1 tin 

Fruit  Pudding 

1 „ 

12  Pkts 

Pudding  Mixture  ... 

6 „ 

4 „ 

Rolled  Oats 

9 „ 

6 doz. 

Bars 

Chocolate  Cream  ... 

9 „ 

2 pkts. 

Dried  Egg... 

i » 

1 tin 

Cocoa 

! » 

14  lbs. 

Tea 

14  „ 

43-|  „ 

Biscuits 

43J  „ 

114  Loaves 

Bread 

330  „ 

19  tins 

Mustard  ... 

2 „ 

7 pkts. 

Bisto 

1 „ 

2 jars 

Cod-Liver  Oil  and 

Malt 

3 „ 

Total  Weight  With-Held  2,906|  lbs. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yards. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  Centralised  Slaughterhouse 
in  this  area,  the  Slaughtermen  regularly  renew  their  licences  and 
engage  where  necessary  to  slaughter  cottagers’  and  farmers’ 
swine  under  permits  from  the  Local  Food  Office.  This  is  in- 
variably done  under  supervision  at  private  slaughterhouses,  the 
occupiers  of  which  have  in  all  cases  renewed  their  Licences 
pending  the  removal  of  slaughtering  restrictions.  Under  these 
circumstances  and  by  reason  of  notification,  it  has  been  possible 
to  examine  the  bulk  of  pork  and  other  home- killed  food. 
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Rodent  Control 


Inseparable  from  the  duty  of  the  supervision  of  the  prepara- 
tion of  food,  is  the  protection  of  the  same  from  exposure  to  soiling 
by  rodents,  and  this  duty  has  been  strenuously  carried  out. 

In  addition  to  following  the  formulae  prepared  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  the  Council  have  encouraged  the  destruction  of  rats  by 
the  2d.  per  tail  scheme,  which  operated  through  the  year  and  under 
which  3,393  tails  were  handed  in. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  quarterly  reports  to  the 
Workable  Area  Committee,  and  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the 
year  considered  the  desirability  of  extending  their  activities  in 
district  disinfestation  by  the  appointment  of  a full-time  Rodent 
Operator. 


Estimated 

RATS 

Infestations 

MICE 

Infestations 

Rat 

No. 

of 

Total 
No. 
of  Dis- 
infest- 

1946 

Kill  Major  Minor 

Major  Minor 

Tails 

Visits 

ations 

Jan. -March 

177 

1 20 

1 1 

1,177 

210 

21 

March- June 

86 

1 14 

1 — 

1,210 

193 

15 

July-Sept. 

108 

— 15 

— — 

393 

125 

12 

Sept. -Dec. 

66 

1 15 

— 3 

533 

148 

16 

437 

3 64 

2 4 

3,313 

676 

64 

Swimming  Pool. 

The  dressing  and  sanitary  accommodation  has  been  improved 
and  occasional  visits  paid  to  the  Pool,  when  samples  were  taken 
to  determine  the  efficiency  of  the  chlorination  plant.  These 
samples  were  mainly  satisfactory  and  invariably  corresponded 
with  those  taken  by  the  proprietors  as  a routine  measure. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  and  Notices  and -or 
Improvements  Effected. 


Public  Health  Nuisances  and  Inspections  ...  ...  485 

Complaints  Recorded  ...  ...  ...  ...  419 

Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  882 

Drainage  and  re-drainage  ...  ...  ...  128 

Closet  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 — Registered  Premises  701. 

Registered  during  year  49. 

Inspections  229 
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Milk  Sampling: 

Chemical  Examinations : 

Butter  Fat:  No.  below  standard — 1 

3.0% — 3.5%  - 1 7 

3.5% — 4.0%  - 4 

Over  4%  — 1 

Solids — Not  Fat: 

No.  below  standard 


8.5% — 9.0%  - 6 6 

Over  9.0%  — 

Bacteriological  Examinations : 

Satisfactory  — 3 

Unsatisfactory  — 14  17 

(Methylene  Blue — 14.  B.  Coli — 14). 

Slaughterhouses,  Shops,  Foodstores  ...  Inspections  458 

Meat  and  Miscellaneous  Food  Inspections — See  page  16. 
Bakehouses* and  Food  Preparing  Shops  ...  Inspections  13 

Ice  Cream  Shops  ...  ...  ...  „ 2 

Knackers  Yards  ...  ...  ...  „ 5 

Water  Analyses  '.Formal  Chemical  Satisfactory  8 

Unsatisfactory  23 

Bacteriological  Satisfactory  4 60 

Unsatisfactory  25 

Water  sources  Examined,  Protected  and/or  Corrected, 

Investigations  re  Sources  and  application  for  Mains  532 
Visits  and  Inspections  for  Emergency  Supplies  ...  70 

Emergency  Scheme.  Gallons  delivered  to  consumers  51,800 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  787 

Housing  Re-Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  673 

Housing  Requisitioning ...  ...  367 

Selection  of  Tenants  for  Council  Houses  ...  Visits  139 

Anti-Malaria  Precautions  ...  ...  Disinfections  4 

Verminous  Premises:  Bed  Bugs — 3.  Fleas — 5.  Moths — 2. 


Flies — 2.  Ants — 1. 

Cockroaches — 1. 

Death  Watch  Beetle  Larvae- 

-1. 

21 

Other  Causes — 6 

Polution  of  Streams  and  Watercourses 

• • • 

50 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  and  Filth 

, # 

• • • 

28 

Improper  Keeping  of  Animals 

20 

Rooms  Disinfected  or  Fumigated  following 

Infectious 

Diseases  ... 

• •• 

65 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

, 9 

• • • 

378 

Factories  and  Workshops 

, # 

,,, 

13 

Miscellaneous  Inspections — 93.  Markets — 

12. 

Swimming 

Pool- 

-8, 

113 

19 


